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By DAVID NYHAN

rnaud’s Restaurant occu-
pies a position in New Or-
leans’ French Quarter like
that of Locke-Ober in Bos-
ton: It boasts the undeni-
able patina of age, the de-
termined dignity of an ex-
pensive restaurant in less-
than-dignified surround-
ings, the steady-as-she-
8oes endurance of an eatery forced to put up
with unsalubrious trippers from nearby (Bour-
bon Street on the one hand, the Combat Zone
ontheother),andthecomforﬁngairofa
building in which for generations, rites of pas-
sagehavebeenmarkedwithgoodfood,good
drink, good company, and devout wishes for
good fortune.

The night he was nominated for president
by the Republican National Convention,
GeorgeBushtooktoAmaud’sapartyof&,
all connected, one way or another, to his vast,
extended family. It was the WASP equivalent
oftheKennedyclanoutforagraze.Fifteen
thousand journalists trooped the sidewalks of
the French Quarter that week, but neither
notebooknorminiamirxu'udeduponthisfam-
ﬂycelebu'aﬁon,sealedoffmanupstairsroom,
the victuals shuttled in near-record time (70
minutes) by 13 waiters. The 64-year-old head
of the Bush ensemble, known variously to the
family as “The Big Guy”’ or “Gee Bee,” chose
the menu: seafood gumbo, shrimp Arnaud,
pompano en croute, asparagus with hollan-
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daise,strawberrie,icecrmm,andmfelnubt
-—af&tiveooncocﬁonafcoffee, liqueurs,
and orange peel, served flambe.
ItisnotummxalfortheBmhclantobr&k
breadenmasse.InWasbington,Smdayltmch
atGeorgeandBarbara'shasbeenvim:aﬂya
standing weekly invitation to any relative
within hailing distance. But this was not a
night like any other. One of the toasts
Squeezed in between the gumbo and the cof-
feecitedHenryV’sstirringspwchtohis
doubtingoousin,W&tmoreland,whowished
formoremenontheeveofbattle.’l’heKing
wouldhwnoneoftlnt;notadaywﬂlpass,

... From thisdaytoﬂwendiugofﬂw world,
But we in it shall be remember'd;
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers:
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Mbemybmﬁenbckene’erwvile
Thss day shall gentle his condition:
And gentlemen in England now a-bed
Shall think themselves accurs'd they were
not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap swhiles
any speaks .
That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s
day.

'l‘hatchoiceoftoastshintsatthemoodofthe
malandsp&ksvolmaboutthenmnﬁnee.
Itsays:Tohellwiththoaewhoaren’twithus.
It says: Wemaylose,butwegodownﬁght—
hg.Anditb&paksatossmgoffofshackla.
The shackles, actually, had left town the day
before. On Air Force One. With Ronald Rea-

gan.
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But Ellis says of Bush, “He
went off to fight in the war and
moved from the East to Mid-
land, Texas. It was not exactly
Brookline down there., Here's a
guy whose formative years
were spent in a rough-and-tum-
ble existence. Then, he was so
qualified for different kinds of
Jobs, that presidents like Ford
and Nixon said, ‘Let’s get
George to do it’ You know
what the Senate is like; when
the Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate i Committee says
Bushdiiagrutjobstmighten-
ing out the CIA, that’s a great
tribute,”

In 1977 Bush conciuded 11
months as Gerald Ford’s CIA
chief, after incoming president
Jimmy Carter refused to grant
Bush’s private plea that he be
allowed to continne on. Sen.
Daniel Inoaye (D-Hawaii), then
chairman of the Senate Intell-
gence i said at the
time: **You might say Bush was
one of the best [CIA directors]
we had. ... The morale of the
intelligence community has

inspired by Bush’s leader-
ship.” Other Democrats have
been considerably less compli-
mentary about Bush’s role as
chief spy.

Not just relatives think
Bush is a great guy. Bill Salton-
stall, one of the most popular
and principled of Republicans
when he served as a state sena-
tor from the North Shore, was
just starting at Andover when
Bush left to go to war. Their
fathers were associates, Repub-
lican senators from neighboring
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states. “Ever since George and
I shared a cab to the airport

ow, Jill Fallon, were just some
of the Bay State Republicans
who worked hard for Bush.

eorge Bush’s resume is
one that some call the
best in politics. (Bob

Dole called him “the former
Mr. Everything.”) Bush got
into politics the same year Rea-
gan did — 1964. Barry Gold-
water was the doomed GOP
presidential candidate that year,
and Bush ran for the US Senate
from Texas, taking the conser-
vative route: He said maybe we
should use nuclear weapons
against the Vietnamese. He
called Medicare “‘socialized
medicine.” He came out against
the 1964 Civil Rights Act and
open housing laws.

He has since repudiated all
those positions. In 1964 the
voters repudiated him, and

in a primary incumbent Ralph
Yarborough, the man who’d de-
fatedBm;hfortheSenatesix

Bush ambassador to the United

Nations, where he received

generally good reviews.

.

After a year in New York, Bush again heeded
N"um’scnllandswappedtheUNjobforrmning

Buttlmewasyetmemei:ﬁgnitytoswal—
low.ItwastheﬁascooftheDetroitoonvenﬁon.
faaZ&hmrperbdinﬁ'ontofJerryFmd.Ulti-
nntdy,coola-headsprevaﬂed,andtheoockeyed
mﬁmda“co-xresidmcy"wasﬂn'otﬂedinits
cradle. Reagan was persuaded such a scheme
would never work, and he tumed to the next
name on his list: Bush.

Twice before Bush had sought the consola-
tion prize, from Nixon, and from Ford; now it was
his. Let others scoff. For Bush, it was another
rungmthe_hddu,andthuewasonlyonemng
higher. America’s preppiest politician was near
thetop.Andforﬂ:eﬁrsttimeinhislife,Bushhad
achieved a rank higher than his father’s,
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